
1. Was 2018 a positive year for your business?  
Please select one: Yes 
Why or Why not?   

This year we saw good progress on important priorities for members of the Property Council 
including Infrastructure WA, Westport and METRONET. We celebrated the successful passage of the 
Strata Titles Amendment Bill 2018, following decades of advocacy with the first discussions with 
Government on strata reform held back in 1998. The passing of the Community Titles Bill 2018 will 
create exciting, truly mixed-use developments, the likes of which Perth hasn’t seen before.  
 

2) Do you expect WA’s economy will improve in the year ahead?  
Please select one: Yes 
Why or why not? 

Perth is a city poised for growth. Our recent survey of business confidence reveals a continuing 
strong level of investment and work commitments in the industrial, retail and retirement sectors. 
The lift in growth expectations in the industrial sector is particularly telling as it indicates an increase 
in demand for our State’s resources. This, combined with more mining investment activity, supports 
a positive outlook for job and population growth into 2019, further strengthening our overall 
economy. 
 

3) How do you think the upcoming federal election will impact your business and our state? 
The Federal Opposition’s proposed changes to negative gearing and capital gains tax for property 
present a real risk in this stage of the property cycle in WA. Almost 1 in 3 Australians now rent. The 
private rental market ensures Australians have affordable housing options. The property industry is 
WA’s largest employer, touching the lives of all West Australians. Any Federal policy that affects the 
property market is likely to be felt keenly in WA.  
 

4) How do you rate the performance of the current federal government in supporting business?  
Good 
Why? 

The resolution of WA’s share of the GST deserves praise as it took years of persistent advocacy by 
WA Members of Parliament to reach an outcome. City Deals, which bring together three levels of 
Government, the community and private enterprise to align planning, investment and governance 
will vastly improve the planning of ‘great cities’. Consequently, we’d like to see a city deal for Perth. 
 

5) How do you rate the performance of the current state government in supporting business?  
Very good 
Why? 

By investing in METRONET, which will transform our transport systems and create exciting new 
vibrant precincts, the State government has demonstrated it’s commitment to providing the 
infrastructure needed for future generations of Western Australians. Minister Rita Saffioti’s 
willingness to tackle the roadblocks and uncertainty in the Planning system is commendable, and will 
pave the way for more effective mechanisms to provide certainty and consistency – both for the 
property industry and the community. The achievement of a budget surplus is a signal of economic 
good management, and provides industry with confidence. 
 

6) Which three reforms should the federal government prioritise to support business? 
 Meaningful and sustainable progress on housing affordability 
 Plan for a growing Australia by providing better infrastructure, rather than blaming growing 

pains on migration 
 Growing the economy by overhauling the tax system to reduce the burden on property and 

improve housing affordability 



 
7)  Which three reforms should the state government prioritise to support business? 
 A strong commitment to Planning reform, to reduce roadblocks and speed approval 

timelines; 
 Local Government reform to provide clarity, consistency and certainty in planning 

frameworks; 
 The establishment of Design WA and Infrastructure WA to certainty for the property 

industry and provide high quality precincts for the community. 
 
 
 


