
 

1) Was 2018 a positive year for your business? 

Please select one: Yes/No   

Yes. The lithium space remains strong led by global demand, despite the correction to most 

share prices, which was not unexpected.  Tianqi is in the middle of a ~$1billion investment in 

WA and we are several years ahead of our competitors, who are nearly all following our 

lead.  Downstream processing in WA a reality.  Exciting year ahead for us. 

Why or Why not? 

  

2) Do you expect WA’s economy will improve in the year ahead? 

Please select one: Yes/No   

Why or why not? 

All signs are for a resources led recovery but the WA economy will be two speed again as 

there is little driving growth in the businesses not connected to resources.  Very little ground 

made over recent years in diversifying income sources or industries in WA. 

 

3) How do you think the upcoming federal election will impact your business and our state? 

Clearly another change of government is likely and a new PM.  We must get some federal 

certainty and stability for the good of the country and our state. I don’t expect WA to be high 

on the agenda for a new federal government so the state government will have to continue 

to fight our cause.  Ironically that will probably be more difficult with a federal Labor 

government.   

  

  

4) How do you rate the performance of the current federal government in supporting 

business? 

Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 

  

Why?  Performance good but still restricted by short term populist policies and agendas.  

No-one is looking far enough ahead. 

  

  

5) How do you rate the performance of the current state government in supporting 

business? 

Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 

  

Why?  Performance good with excellent focus on cost management, budget repair and debt 

repayment supported by some fortunate favourable winds on resources and GST, but 

definitely moved the state to a much stronger position over the past couple of years.  Biggest 



disappointment is the failure to attract tourists and students when the state needs them 

most. 

  

  

6) Which three reforms should the federal government prioritise to support business? 

 

Start some long term planning around improved productivity, coherent energy policy and 

genuine taxation reform, not election to election lunges to grab votes. 

  

 

7)  Which three reforms should the state government prioritise to support business? 

 

Coherent and focussed tourism policy to take advantage of everything this great state has to 

offer. 

Some improvements in red tape for business but still a long way to go, especially in 

regulatory approvals. 

  

 

 

 

 


