
 

1) Was 2018 a positive year for your business? 

Please select one: Yes 

Why or Why not?   HBF made a significant number of changes to its business, we achieved 

cost reductions and Australia’s lowest premium rate increase. 

  

2) Do you expect WA’s economy will improve in the year ahead? 

Please select one: Yes/No 

Why or why not? 

 

I think the underlying WA economy is poised to grow at a rate faster than the rest of 

Australia, however, the impacts of east coast property on nationwide consumer spending 

may dampen the early enthusiasm that Western Australians had on the outlook.  We should 

also not underestimate the effects of the world’s largest economy, USA’s continued interest 

rate increases.  This will slow consumer demand in the US which will reduce Chinese trade 

and flow on to Australia.  In summary, I would predict a relatively flat outlook.   

 

  

3) How do you think the upcoming federal election will impact your business and our state? 

 I expect the federal election and specific focus on enhancing annual health insurance 

premiums to make it far tougher on health insurers but as a not for profit I expect HBF to 

weather the storm far better. 

  

4) How do you rate the performance of the current federal government in supporting 

business? 

Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 

  

Why?  I think both political parties have spent more time focussed on politics than really 

helping business.   

  

  

5) How do you rate the performance of the current state government in supporting 

business? 

Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 

  

Why?  The local government achievement on GST focussed financial management has 

delivered very strong results for the state. 

  

 

 



 

  

6) Which three reforms should the federal government prioritise to support business? 

 Corporate tax incentives for new businesses, long term superannuation reform to ensure 

retirees fund health insurance and retirement housing from their superannuation. 

 

7)  Which three reforms should the state government prioritise to support business? 

 The state government should now spend the GST allocation wisely and facilitate incentives 

for WA based business growth. 

 

 

 


