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1) Was 2018 a positive year for your business? 

Please select one: Yes  

 

Why or Why not? 

 

Curtin has had another successful year, we’ve retained our ranking in the top one per cent of 

universities worldwide; opened a new campus in Mauritius; and Greater Curtin Stage One a 

$500m development that will deliver a revitalised central precinct on our Bentley Campus, is 

scheduled to commence in 2019. 

. 

 

2) Do you expect WA’s economy will improve in the year ahead? 

Please select one: Yes  

Why or why not? 

 

We are certainly seeing a welcome turnaround in the WA economy underway with new 

Gross State Product figures released in November revealing positive growth of 1.9% for the 

previous 12 months. More specifically, a recent Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre (BCEC) 

analysis showed that WA’s per capita GSP is $98,725 – well above the equivalent measures 

for other states and $24,000 above NSW. These indicators combined with renewed activity 

in the mining sector – in particular new lithium mines and iron ore projects – should see the 

WA economy much better placed than it has been in recent years. 

  

3) How do you think the upcoming federal election will impact your business and our state? 

 

Some measures relating to the higher education sector introduced by the current Federal 

Government may be overturned if the Labor Party wins the election. 

 

For the higher education sector, it’s imperative that the current Government’s two-year 

freeze on student funding is lifted. This has effectively limited the number of students that 

universities can support, which is akin to putting a cap on ambition.  Freezing student 

funding runs the real risk of reducing the number of skilled graduates, and hence reducing 

both labour market productivity and revenue for government.  

Ensuring that our innovation ecosystem is appropriately supported and co-ordinated is also a 

key priority. On top of the freeze to funding for student places cuts of $328.5 million to 

research funding were announced in the recent mid-year Budget update. Research is a 

critically important driver of Australia’s future economic development and international 

competitiveness. The recent cuts to research funding reduce Australia’s total investment in 

research and development to 1.88 per cent for GDP, significantly below the 2.36 per cent 

invested by advanced economies globally. 

   

4) How do you rate the performance of the current federal government in supporting 

business? 



Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 

  

Why? 

  

Please refer to the response above. 

  

5) How do you rate the performance of the current state government in supporting business? 

 

Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 

  

Why? 

  

From a university perspective, the State Government’s focus on diversifying the State’s 

economic base, through its $16.7 million dollar fund for new industries has been welcomed. 

This fund supports a number of initiatives, including the WA Data Science Innovation Hub, 

that is helping to shape and support the jobs and industries of the future. The new 

international education strategy is also key to our future economic diversification. In this 

respect, it’s critical that we regain our share of international students in order to generate 

more jobs and more revenue for the State.  Given WA’s population, we should have around 

10% of the international student market. Instead, we currently have only 6.7% generating 

$1.9b - if we had our population share, $3b of revenue would flow to the WA economy. 

  

6) Which three reforms should the federal government prioritise to support business? 

  

 

7)  Which three reforms should the state government prioritise to support business? 

  


