
 

1) Was 2018 a positive year for your business? 

Please select one: Yes/No   

 

Yes and No.  2018 was an extremely tough year for the Housing Industry in WA and was the 

fourth consecutive year of downturn in the local market.  Fortunately the ABN Group has 

operated in Victoria since 2009 and this now represents approximately 45% of the Group’s 

total turnover.  This has greatly assisted in offsetting the effects of a slow local market. 

 

2) Do you expect WA’s economy will improve in the year ahead? 

Please select one: Yes/No 

 

I expect that the WA economy will improve through 2019.  Of particular interest for the ABN 

Group is recovery in the WA real estate and housing markets and I expect to see modest 

recovery commencing in these through 2019.  There is a huge number of major projects and 

investment in infrastructure occurring and this will have a flow on in providing West 

Australian’s with the confidence that there is secure employment and jobs growth taking 

place. 

 

3) How do you think the upcoming federal election will impact your business and our state? 

 

In my opinion the federal election will have very little impact on our State and our business.  

If anything an election can cause people to hold off on decisions until the result is known, 

however the outcome doesn’t fundamentally change things.  I think we all expect a change 

of government to occur. 

  

  

4) How do you rate the performance of the current federal government in supporting 

business? 

Average – The federal government took far too long to act and resolve the GST imbalance, 

at a crucial time for WA.  Our WA economy needed a boost of funds and confidence and the 

federal government were in my opinion missing in action for far too long. 

 

5) How do you rate the performance of the current state government in supporting 

business? 

Very good – The McGowan Government has been a breath of fresh air for WA.  There is 

excellent engagement with business and community and we have a cabinet of hard working 

Ministers getting on with the job.  Recent announcements of direct flights to Japan were a 

great example of a “can-do open for business approach” by the State Government. 

 

  

6) Which three reforms should the federal government prioritise to support business? 

 

1. The federal government [whichever side of politics wins the election!] needs to 

understand the vital role WA plays in the national economy and provide consistent 

and continuous support for the growth and infrastructure required in WA to sustain 

the country’s growth [which the rest of the country’s population relies on – yet has no 

idea or acknowledgement of]. 



2. Access to affordable and efficient housing finance will be critical in light of the 

Banking and Finance Royal Commission. The tightening of credit policy and 

restrictions being applied and proposed will have a very negative impact on the 

recovery we so desperately need in the WA property and housing market. 

3. Proper investigation of the use of people’s superannuation money as a deposit for a 

first or last home should be considered.  Clearly there needs to be tight controls 

placed on this, however it should be properly investigated and not rejected. 

  

 

7)  Which three reforms should the state government prioritise to support business? 

 

1. It’s not a reform, but it is essential that the state government continues to support the 

Keystart Finance Scheme in WA and ensure the fund has sufficient capacity for the 

demand that will be placed on it.  Keystart will play an increased role in providing 

much needed to access for funding for affordable housing, given the Royal 

Commission outcomes and the tightening of lending. 

2. I congratulate the state government for their most recent tourism promotions, but let’s 

not stop there.  We need to not only continually invest in short stay tourism, we 

should also be promoting events, personal and business migration to WA.  We need 

an office of state promotion, where the state government can partner with business to 

unlock the state’s broad growth potential and not simply rely on our mineral 

resources. 

3. Do not reduce the state’s maximum speed limit to 100km/hr!  I saw this being 

promoted in the press over Christmas as a means to reduce our road toll.  We live in 

the largest state in the country and to reduce our maximum speed limit by 10kms/hr 

will in my opinion do nothing to reduce the road toll, but will most likely result in more 

punitive fines being placed on people deriving their living from driving in regional 

areas.  It is not a practical solution and will result in greater inefficiency and 

avoidance.  Get real! 

  

 

 

 


