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Perth’s top PR firms take cream in year’s		     big plays 

Every profession has its unflattering stereo-
type, some more revealing than others.

For public relations, it’s the journalist who 
crosses to the dark side and becomes a ‘spin 
doctor’.

What, then, do we make of public relations 
firms that employ stockbrokers, accountants 
and investment managers?

That is the direction some of Perth’s major 
PR firms are taking, as they compete for busi-
ness in the corporate finance sector.

Building national and international links is 
another way PR firms are looking to differenti-
ate themselves.

In fact, there are some close parallels to 
trends in the investment banking and legal sec-
tors, where competitors range from independ-
ent, locally focused firms to big international 
groups targeting Perth as a growth region.

Just as global investment banks such as 
UBS and law firms such as Allen & Overy 
and Clifford Chance have moved into Perth, 
the talk in the PR industry is that the city will 
soon be home to more of the big, interna-
tional firms, which currently service clients 
in Western Australia on a fly-in, fly-out basis.

New players will be taking on an industry 
that is surprisingly concentrated at the top end, 
with just a handful of financial PR firms domi-
nating the sector.

The largest, on several measures, is Subiaco-
based Professional Public Relations. It has the 
most staff, the longest client list and worked 
on more mergers and acquisitions (M&A) and 
equity capital markets (ECM) deals than any 
other firm during 2011.

But when ranked on the value of M&A and 
ECM transactions, it was beaten in both cat-
egories by Nedlands firm FTI Consulting.

Their main competition comes from a cou-
ple of local firms, Read Corporate and Purple 
Communications, and a swag of east coast 
firms that each hold a small share of the buoy-
ant Perth market.

The latter group includes Kreab Gavin 
Anderson, which hired experienced operator 
Casey Cahill to set up its Perth office, and 
Magnus, which was already active in Perth 
before setting up a local office late last year.

Skimming around the market are numerous 
one and two-person outfits that may not offer 
the full suite of services of their larger com-
petitors but deliver the service and pricing that 
suits their clients.  

Financial focus
With so many competitors, what value-add 

can a company expect from their financial PR 
firm? There are standard services offered by 
most firms – writing and distributing media 
releases, preparing company reports and 
PowerPoint presentations, arranging media 
briefings and organising site visits.

The market leaders add to that with some 
more sophisticated services focused on the 
financial markets. They promote their ability to 
introduce clients to stockbrokers and investors.

They also offer services like analysis of share 
registers, management of proxy solicitation and 
analysis of industry peers.

One measure of a good PR firm is its ability 
to keep its clients out of the news.

If a company is consistently well run, manages 
its reputation and investor relations properly, and 
does not shock the market with surprises, then 
executing capital raisings, takeovers and other 
transactions is a relatively painless exercise.

But life’s more interesting when PR firms 
assist clients going through a challenging period, 
or a transaction that transforms a business.

FTI Consulting managing director Shaun 
Duffy admits that his firm’s work for Murchison 
Metals was one of the highlights of 2011, given 
the complex array of issues, the engagement 
with markets, media and government, and the 
surprisingly positive outcome for shareholders.

He also cites capital raisings for Neptune 
Marine Services and VDM Group, which have 
both been through a tough period and needed 
extra capital to rebuild their balance sheets.

Nick Carrington Managing Director
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Equity Capital Markets

Top PR firms

Mergers & Acquisitions

PR FIRM VALUE OF 
DEALS

NUMBER 
OF DEALS TOP CLIENTS

FTI Consulting $27,496,938,000 20 Equinox Minerals, Seven Media Group, Hanlong Mining Investment

Cosway Australia $4,201,000,000 2 West Australian Newspapers Holdings, Energy Developments

Magnus $4,030,400,000 7 Catalpa Resources, Gryphon Minerals, Compass Hotels Group

Read Corporate $3,574,733,000 7 Sundance Resources, Atlas Iron, Wah Nam International

PPR $2,629,045,000 39 Adamus Resources, Brockman Resources, BC Iron, Exco Resources

Purple Communications $1,459,293,000 11 Lanco Infratech, Iron Ore Holdings, NRW Holdings

Gryphon Management $1,017,000,000 1 Minara Resources 

Field Public Relations $554,000,000 1 Flinders Mines

Clarity Communications $385,160,000 2 Global Advanced Metals, Tronox

Collins Street Media $349,000,000 1 St Barbara Mining 

PR FIRM VALUE OF 
DEALS

NUMBER 
OF DEALS TOP CLIENTS

FTI Consulting $2,190,797,000 19 Fortescue Metals Group, Evolution Mining, Galaxy Resources, Wellard Group

PPR $1,085,673,000 51 African Petroleum, Ausdrill, Bellzone Mining, African Iron, Decmil Group

Read Corporate $388,600,000 11 Gindalbie Metals, Noble Mineral Resources, Kagara, Hot Chili

Purple Communications $219,010,000 11 Base Resources, Energy and Minerals Australia, Sunbird Energy

Mandate Corporate $86,070,000 8 Ironbark Zinc, Consolidated Tin Mines, Winmar Resources

Collins Street Media $72,700,000 2 Saracen Mineral Holdings, Emmerson Resources

Magnus $58,500,000 1 Gryphon Minerals

Field Public Relations $43,500,000 2 Ramelius Resources, Invictus Gold

Six Degrees Investor Relations $30,170,000 2 Ausgold, Predictive Discovery

Fortbridge $26,080,000 3 Azimuth Resources, Norwest Energy, Emerald Oil & Gas
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Last week I delivered another new Riviera to her Mandurah 

based owners. 

It is always a pleasure handing over a brand new Riviera, 

one of the highlights of my job. Knowing that it is the third, 

fourth or fifth Riviera that the customer has owned makes it 

even sweeter.

Of course the following month is the critical time - the time 

when you either live up to the customers expectations, or fail 

dismally! This is the time when the onboard systems get a real 

shakedown through more intense use. Something we aren’t 

able to do prior to handover. It all comes down to how quickly 

the dealer responds to remedying any issues that arise, and 

trust me, no matter what brand of boat, they do arise!

Brand loyalty is something that I have realised is quite common 

in the world of Riviera customers. This says to me that the 

company have got the whole package pretty right... from the 

initial boat design - including performance, ergonomics and 

engineering - to the actual experience of ownership. No one 

item could carry this off individually, but as an overall package, 

it works. This can only happen though if the majority of the 480 

nationwide staff are focused in the same direction.

In the six years that I have been working for Riviera (this month 

is the anniversary), it never ceases to amaze me the level of 

dedication of the companies staff, from the guy who laminates 

the hull in the mold in Shed 1, to the person who carries out the 

warranty work for the end owner, to the greeting you get when 
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you walk into reception at Riviera’s Gold Coast factory. Even a 

WA based employee such as me gets treated like a customer 

when I visit head office.. It makes you feel like a king!

With this sort of staff loyalty and dedication, it makes it 

pretty easy for my staff and I to convey this through to our 

customers.

Subsequenlty, I also find that Riviera owners take pride in their 

own boat and look after them well. It is always a pleasure 

trading a Riviera for a Riviera.

To enquire about buying new or used boats, call R Marine Perth on 9339 8877.

Aquarama Marina, Riverside Rd, East Fremantle.    www.rmarineperth.com.au

Above: Rob and Robyn Lowry taking delivery of their sixth Riviera.
Left: The Lowry’s immaculate ‘04 model Riviera 42, has been traded and is now available.

With Brendon Grieve, Dealer Principal  
R Marine Perth - Riviera. Phone 9339 8877

NEW 53 ENCLOSED
FLYBRIDGE

NEW 43 FLYBRIDGE

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY!

NEW 61 ENCLOSED
FLYBRIDGE SERIES II

This (Boating) Life

FTI Consulting and 

Professional Public Relations 

are the top financial PR 

firms in Perth, WA Business 

News’ annual corporate 

finance survey has found.

■■ Mark Beyer

GLOBAL: FTI Consulting’s Perth team is led by John McGlue (seated) with James Tranter, Shaun Duffy and 		
Sarah Browne. Photo: Grant Currall

PPR spreads wings
PPR has been one of the largest public rela-

tions firms in Perth for more than a decade, 
according to data compiled for WA Business 
News’ Book of Lists.

Unlike most PR firms, which are set up by 
either former journalists or PR specialists, PPR 
was established in Perth by a former commer-
cial banker (and WA Business News 40under40 
award winner), Paul Niardone.

He has subsequently sold out of the business, 
which is now fully integrated in the national PPR 
business.

As well as being a large firm with a national 
network, a key point of difference for PPR is 
its specialist investor relations team, headed by 
national director David Tasker.

His Perth-based investor relations team has 
eight full-time staff and draws on a similar num-
ber in the firm’s corporate and other divisions, 
including chief operating officer Peter Harris.

The Perth team can also draw on PPR’s inter-
state staff and, where necessary, affiliated firms 
in the UK, North America, Asia and Africa.

The investor relations team has more than 80 
clients, including Monadelphous, BC Iron, Finbar, 
Decmil Group and Cape Lambert Resources.

A notable initiative last year was the produc-
tion of a quarterly investor magazine, with a 
commodities commentary by UBS and articles 
about selected clients.

Distributed as an insert in the Australian 
Financial Review, the magazine has the appear-
ance of being an independent publication but is 
simply a platform for promoting PPR’s clients.

It’s an interesting development, because there 
are numerous trade magazines that effectively 
allow advertisers to have control over the content 
of their articles.

An area where many financial PR firms are 
focused is business conferences, such as Diggers 
& Dealers in Kalgoorlie and the recent Mining 
Indaba conference in Cape Town.

Another event growing in popularity is the 
Mines and Money conference in Hong Kong. 
Purple Communications is the official PR part-
ner for the event, but many other PR firms will 
be attending.
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